
Elementary Band Information 
 

Congratulations on your decision to enroll in band!  You are going to have a lot of fun learning about music.  

Before we start classes, please review the following information so that you will be prepared for the first day of 

instruction (Monday, September 28th or Tuesday, September 29th depending on your instrument). 

 

Each instrument class will meet twice a week for 30 minutes while we are learning from home.  

Flutes - Monday and Wednesday 2:00-2:30 

Clarinets - Monday and Wednesday 2:30-3:00 

Trumpets – Tuesday and Thursday 2:00-2:30 

Trombones – Tuesday and Thursday 2:30-3:00 

 

The school district will provide instructional material such as music books and sheet music for your student.  

You will need to provide an instrument and keep it in good working order.  Several local music stores rent band 

instruments, and these vendors can be found online or in the yellow pages.  The largest music stores are Music 

& Arts https://www.musicarts.com/ and Music 6000 https://www.music6000.com. There are also some 

smaller vendors that provide reliable instruments. An online search should provide you with a full list. Some of 

our local vendors are now offering online instrument rentals and your choice of delivery methods. 

 

I do not recommend purchasing an instrument right away.  If your student quits after one year, then you have 

lost a considerable amount of money.  If your student loves band and wants to continue, then you will probably 

want to upgrade to a higher quality instrument.  Most rental plans will apply at least some of your payments 

toward a future purchase. 

 

Please be extremely wary of “bargain” instruments found at large retail stores and on the internet. The vast 

majority of these instruments are made from inferior alloys that will break and/or corrode and become 

unplayable. Broken keys on cheap imports cannot be fixed because the metal is simply too soft. A small initial 

cost doesn’t save you money if the instrument cannot be fixed and must be replaced within three to six months. 

If you need help selecting an instrument, send me an email. I am always happy to help. 

 

The cost of rentals can vary widely depending upon the instrument you select, and whether you wish to rent an 

instrument that is new or used. Prices are generally from $20 to $35 per month. You will need a few supplies 

with your instrument, and I’ve listed them below. Some stores are now selling “beginner packs” which include 

the needed cleaning supplies and a music stand for a one-time expense of about $25-30. 

 

Flute    tuning rod, swab or cloth 

Clarinet   cleaning swab, cork grease, three to five #2 or #2 ½ reeds 

Trumpet   slide grease, valve oil, mouthpiece brush, valve brush, snake 

Trombone   tuning slide grease, playing slide oil or cream, mouthpiece brush, snake 

  

 

The school district has a very small number of instruments available on a first-come-first-serve basis for 

families with financial need. If you are enrolled in the free or reduced lunch program, I may be able to help you 

find an instrument at a reduced cost. The use fee for school-owned instruments is $45.00 for the school year. 

This does not include cleaning supplies or maintenance which is the financial responsibility of the student’s 

family. If you are interested in a school-owned instrument and qualify for the free/reduced lunch program, 

please indicate that when you fill out the sign-up form and I will contact you as soon as possible. 

 

 

 
 

https://www.musicarts.com/
https://www.music6000.com/


A Success List for Students and Parents 

 

Students 

 

o Bring your instrument and music to school every day. 

o Clean your instrument every time you play it. 

o Place a pencil in your instrument case and have it with you every day in class. 

o Find a quiet place at home where you can practice each day. 

o Practice the music that is challenging. 

  1. Clap and count the music. 

  2. Finger the notes on your instrument and say the note names out loud. 

  3. Play the music slowly, making sure you are playing it correctly. 

o End each practice session by playing something for fun. 

o Get together with friends to practice outside of school. 

o Bring a note from home if your instrument is being repaired. 

 

Parents 

 

o Check to make sure that your student is taking his/her instrument to school and bringing it home. 

o Provide a quiet place for your student to practice. 

o Provide a folding stand for them to use at home. 

o Encourage your student. 

o Firmly insist that they practice even when they don’t feel like it. 

o Set up a regular practice time. 15-20 minutes each day is enough time to guarantee success. 

o Familiarize yourself with basic music notation so you can help your student at home. 

o Have your student make flash cards with notes on the staff on one side, and the names of the 

notes on the other side.  Use the last page of the class music book to help.  This often makes the 

difference between students who struggle and those who flourish. 

o Consider private lessons.  This gives advanced students the challenge they need, and gives 

weaker students the one-on-one attention they require to be successful. 

o Send a note to school if your student’s instrument is in the repair shop.  Ask the store for a loaner 

while it is being fixed. 

 

 

Please email or call me with questions or concerns, I want every student to have a great experience. 

 

If we are able to return to school, I have concerts tentatively scheduled for the following dates:  

January 6th, 2021 

March 3rd, 2021 

June 7th, 2021 

 

If you have read all of the above and wish to sign up for band, please complete the online form. This can 

be done from the South Bay website or with the following link 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmYn7zt83EV8Ze9K2EX51DXBCmHIdSewRe_rKBu72

3TLR1sA/viewform  

 

Darren Johnson 

412-4411 x. 41988 

djohnson1@nthurston.k12.wa.us 
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